IR LOVIRG MEMORY OF ELLEX WOCD

If we eres really wise, ws will recognize the coming of the
death of those we love, and it is alsc wisdom tc recognize 2s well
the fact that {t will come to us. Nelther age nor any other thing

.shall actually reconclle us soen to it, and the more ws have ioved
the more difficult it will be to say good-bye. It is part of ths
discipline of 1ife that when it comes, we neither repress our
grief nor ellow it to master us. It is rient that we should be
sad, probadly even ery, because iU is a testimony to ths worth
and affection of those for vhom we grieve.

life does go on, a littles more sustere, with some part of it
that has been joyful now changed into sorrow that wust he livad
vith., By remembering, by missing the one who has died, we learn
to understand others and we can become vessels of compassion in
their grief. 8o we come to honor her to whom this day we render
our tribute i love. :

Something which was unique has departed from us. 4 candle
of the splrit has gone out, &nd though we may bellevs that life
goes on elsevhere, we hers are still poorsr by the loss of a
1ife whose place among us was significant. 4 cersof'who has
reached the very late years of life has carried the responsi-
bilities of life, has mellowed and gained wisdom, has scen life
in its deeper dimensions, has known the sensitivity of the human
spirit and the creativity of life itself--the loss of such a 1ife,
evén in the evening years, 1s & tragedy. Ellsn Wood's death was
this kind of loss.

Ellen Weod was & person whoss elepance graced btoth impersonal
objacts and perscnal relationships. EShe could take sz frame :
holding a picturs of one of her chiidren or crsndehildren and,
through the affection in her voice as szhe talked abeut them, yeu
wouléd sense that they were almost right trere in the room wlth
you. Put this elegance that she gave to mere things was just the
cutward manifestation of the inner elecance of rer spirit. She
graced her Sersanal relationships with humor, imacination, and
industry. She enjoved laugnter and tanter, and she had sirong
ideas to express, and she knsw whan both were appropriate. Her
active mind produced imaginative ideas that went somavwhers and
meant sometning. In spite of rer recent physical weakness, she
wag still industricus and she still did what she could put her
hands to and finish around her house. In all her relationships,
she was an open person, with a koack that most of the rest of us
can only cne day hope to attain~-the ablllity wo listern and fo
hear what cther petple arse saving. Without & dcub? tre gresstest
Joy that Ellen had was watching and experiencing 1ife trroagh
her children anc granichildren, It would not he overstaving teo
say that life stll]l vas alive for Elliern wWood because ste was
able to share so mich of 1t with those wrom spe lowved. And, you
know, it is interesting that for so many cof us veliviovs faith
has come tc be associated wlth regular perforrmarze cf tre rites,
like steady church attand&nee; wkich are treditionslly aﬁaﬁfiﬁ?eﬁ
with a clese fellowship with God. Some of us are rcing ¢ hsve
to think sbout that one a liitle more in 1irht of Eller wood's
14 fa. Por u long time. shs had nct been able to he z part ol
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-eny kind of regular worship, Yet thoss who knew her well can
aitest to the fact that in her dally lifs she exhibited a
Christian "ove and concerrn for her naighbors which is the
®Goci FNews" of tne Gospel wessape. Literally, thre prcmise of
the writer of the Book of Revelation is hers: %Re faithful
unto death, and I will give you the srown of life.® This was
Ellen ¥Wocd-.cur mother, grandmother, sister, friend.

But trose of us who 1live must go on, those who have known
sorrow and ihoss who have not, strong i{n the faith that Cod
and life ars good, gsven though sometimes we do not understard
either. 4ni Cod helping us, we do not falter when death
crosses our path, Wa go on, living tha life we are ziven to
live, knowing it 1s & goed iife, however difficult it may seem
at times to be. And in so 1iving it, we find that our faith
is not frlse and that God is the Lord of all 1life and the
conqueror over death itself,

Friends, remember Ellen and her life; remember Ellen and
her God,
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Jesus said: I am tre resurrection and the life. If anvone
belisves in me, even thourh he die he will live, and whoever
lives and helleves in me will never die.

Come to me, all you who laber and are overburdendd, and I will
give you rest.

Paul sald: We want you to be quite certain, brothers and sisters,
about those whe have dled, toc make sure that you 4o rot crieve
about them, like the other peopie who have no hope. We helieve
that Jesus died and rose acain, and that it wil!l he *re same for
those whe have dled in Jesur: God will bring ther with him,

Adgain Jesus said: Do not be afraid., I am tae first ard tre last,
i am the 1living one; for I was dead and mow 1 am aiive for evermore,

Almighty God: we commend to you our neighbor, Ellen Wood, trusting
your lovae and mercy; and belleving *r tha promise of 2 rcsurrection
to eternal 1ife; through cur Lord Jesus Christ. Amen,

All thanks to God, who gives us the victory throagh sur Lord
Jesus Christ!
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